Stimulus augmenting and field dependence in children of alcoholic fathers.
The relationship between paternal alcoholism and two perceptual characteristics, stimulus augmenting and field dependence, was tested in boys and girls aged 10-12. Thirty children of alcoholic fathers, presumed at high risk for the disease because of its familial-genetic component, were compared with 30 children of nonalcoholic parents. Stimulus augmenting was measured by the Kinesthetic Figural After-Effect (KFA) test and field dependence by the Embedded Figures Test (EFT). It was reasoned that the consistent findings of field dependence in alcoholics could be a manifestation of brain damage and the consequent cognitive deficits often found in alcoholics. Thus it was proposed that field dependence would not differentiate the children of alcoholic fathers from those of nonalcoholics. No difference in field dependence was found between the groups, which supports other evidence that alcoholism can lead to field dependence. Since KFA scores revealed a significantly higher incidence of stimulus augmenters in the children of alcoholic fathers, it is proposed that stimulus augmenting is premorbid to alcoholism. It remains unclear, however, whether this phenomenon is due to an environmental or genetic factor.